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Marie Coppola, Ph.D. is a faculty member in the Department of Psychological Sciences and the Department
of Linguistics at the University of Connecticut, where she directs the Language Creation Laboratory
(languagecreationlab.uconn.edu). Her research interests include the emergence of a new sign language in

Nicaragua (Central America) and the relationship between early language experiences and cognitive develop-
ment. She is the Founder and Executive Director of Manos Unidas, a non-profit organization promoting equal
access to language and education for deaf children in Nicaragua (manos-unidas.org). Her research and

advocacy are rooted in her personal experiences as the daughter of Deaf parents.

Deanna L. Gagne, MA, CI/CTis a PhD candidate at the University of Connecticut working with Dr. Marie
Coppola. Her research focuses on language emergence, language evolution, and the relationship between
early language experiences and cognitive abilities. Deanna incorporates her previous professional work as an
ASL-English interpreter and interpreter educator with her personal experiences in a Deaf Latino household to

inform her research and community outreach activities.
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