
 

 

Rhode Island Commission on the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 

•  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  •  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  •  E Q U A L I T Y  •  

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  April 17, 2014  

 
The 6th Annual Hearing Loss Awareness EXPO Will Be Held in Providence, RI.  

 

(Providence, R.I.) – The Rhode Island Commission on the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (RICDHH) has 
proclaimed that it will observe the Hearing Loss Awareness and Better Hearing and Speech Month 
in May 2014.   Hearing Loss Awareness Month is to promote and recognize the resources that are 
available to people who have different levels of hearing and to enhance their quality of life through 
education, technology, and advocacy.   Over 90,000 people living in Rhode Island are Deaf, Hard of 
Hearing, Late-Deafened and Deaf-Blind and the majority of this population is made up of hard of 
hearing and late-deafened people.  Here are additional facts: 

 

 1. One (1) in five (5) people 12 years old and up experiencing hearing loss. * 

 2. One (1) in four (4) college students experiencing hearing loss. ** 

 3.  The age group of 19-44 years old is the leading age group when they begin  
  experiencing  hearing loss. *** 

 4.  Two (2) in three (3) people over 70 experiencing significant hearing loss. **** 

 
The Hearing Loss Awareness EXPO, which is part of the Hearing Loss Awareness Month, is  
designed to offer the latest educational, informative materials and resources that benefit the hard of 
hearing and late-deafened population.   

 
EXPO will be held on Thursday, May 15, 2014 at the Atrium at the Department of Administration 
building in Providence, RI from 11:00am to 3:30pm. It will have exhibitors to share information with 
the public that benefit hard of hearing and late-deafened people. 

 
Free admission to the Hearing Loss Awareness Expo for all ages.  Please feel free to stop by and get 
information about hearing loss and please do remember that this event is not just for you but also, 
you may want to help your family members, friends, neighbors or co-workers who might  
benefit from this information.   Please do come! 

 
The Hearing Loss Awareness EXPO is made possible with the sponsorship of the Rhode Island 
Hamilton Relay.  

- MORE -   



 

 

 For more information, please go to www.cdhh.ri.gov.  The flyer for all individual events is also 
available online.   

 

About: 

The Rhode Island Commission on the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (RI CDHH) is an advocating,  
coordinating, and service providing entity committed to promoting an environment in which the 
deaf and hard of hearing in Rhode Island are afforded equal opportunity in all aspects of their 
lives. The RI CDHH develops policy; initiates and lobbies for favorable legislation; fosters  
cooperation and awareness among state agencies and community organizations; and educates and 
advises consumers, state agencies, and employers about Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
rights to equal access.  

 

 

 

Contact Info:    

Steven A. Florio, Executive Director  
One Capitol Hill, Ground Level 
Providence, RI  02908-5850 
(401) 256-5511 (V/V) and (401) 222-5736 (FAX) 
Steven.Florio@cdhh.ri.gov 
www.cdhh.ri.gov 

 

 

References on Hearing Loss Statistics: 

 

 *  - The Huffington Post, Nov. 15, 2011 

 **  - WebMD.com, Teen Health News by Denise Mann, March 15, 2011 

 *** - Statistics from the National Institute of Health: National Institute on  
       Deafness and Other Communication Disorders 

 **** - John Hopkins Medicine, Press Release: Feb 25, 2011 
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