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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: September 30, 2013

The Celebration of Deaf Awareness Month Has Concluded.

(Providence, R.I.) — On the behalf of the Rhode Island Commission on the Deaf and Hard of
Hearing (RICDHH), we want to thank you for joining us to celebrate the Deaf Awareness Month
during the month of September 2013. 17 organizations/companies have contributed to make the
Deaf Awareness Month possible in Rhode Island as each able to promote their work within the
spectrum of deafness.

Adaptive Telephone Equipment Loan (ATEL)

Alumni Association of Rhode Island School for the Deaf (RISD)
American Sign Language (ASL) Program of Brown University
City Dental

Corliss Institute

Gallaudet University

Office of Rehabilitation Services (ORS)

Perspectives Corporation

Providence Children’s Museum

Rhode Island Association of the Deaf (RIAD)

Rhode Island Commission on the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (RICDHH)
Rhode Island Hamilton Relay

Rhode Island Parent Information Network

Rhode Island Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf (RIRID)
Rhode Island School for the Deaf (RISD)

Rhode Island Senior Citizens

Sprint

Deaf Awareness Month is a positive campaign observed every year in the month of September. It is
a good time to promote Deaf culture and the use of American Sign Language. The Deaf Awareness
Month is held in September because the first World Congress of The Deaf (www.wfdeaf.org) was
held in the last week of September in 1951 and since then the final week in the month of
September came to be specially marked to be a activity and awareness program to recognize their
culture, language, accessibility, and progressive lives.

We will look forward to having another successful campaign next year!!




About:

The Rhode Island Commission on the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (RI CDHH) is an advocating,
coordinating, and service providing entity committed to promoting an environment in which the
deaf and hard of hearing in Rhode Island are afforded equal opportunity in all aspects of their
lives. The RI CDHH develops policy; initiates and lobbies for favorable legislation; fosters
cooperation and awareness among state agencies and community organizations; and educates and
advises consumers, state agencies, and employers about Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
rights to equal access. The RI CDHH also provides direct services in its operation of a Sign
Language Interpreter Referral Service, a lending library of books and videotapes, and as a
clearinghouse of information and referral on all topics related to hearing loss.

Contact Info:

Steven A. Florio, Executive Director

One Capitol Hill, Ground Level

Providence, RI 02908-5850

(401) 256-5511 (V/V) and (401) 222-5736 (FAX)
Steven.Florio@cdhh.ri.gov
www.cdhh.ri.gov
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