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RISD Museum Lecture Series:

Miss Lucy: Aesthetics, Disability and Collecting

with Scholar Gloria-Jean Masciarotte
Final Lecture: Sunday - May 15th, 12:30 to 1:30 pm - Free, limited seating,

Sign Language Interpretation provided and a limited number of assisted hearing devices available to reserve.
Reservations recommended, email reservations@risd.edu.

"Altho’ | haven't ears that hear...l do have eyes that see" - Aesthetics, Disability, & Modernism’s
“Renovation of Standards”.

Lucy Truman Aldrich’s collections--Noh robes, Asian textiles, 18th-century European porcelain figures, and children’s
books--speak to an intelligent but transforming culture of the collector. During her lifetime, many of Aldrich’s choices
would have been seen more as the stuff of a national history museum; however, she understood these objects and
championed them in the category of ‘the beautiful’, the hallmark of fine art. This lecture will focus on Lucy’s
understanding of art collecting that both embraced cultural objects as art forms instead of anthropological facts and
structured exhibition according to the personality of the collector rather than the story of art history.



Born Deaf in 1869, Lucy Truman Aldrich lived a
life that defied the traditional biographies of
19th-century women, especially those born with
a disability.

Come join Scholar Gloria-Jean Masciarotte and VSA arts
RI Director Jeannine Chartier for a unique series of talks
exploring “Miss Lucy’s” fascinating life story, art collecting
philosophy and the aesthetic ability of her “disability”.
Co-sponsored with VSA arts Rhode Island and funded, in
part, by the Rhode Island Council for the Humanities.
Sunday lectures March 20, April 17, and May 15

Lucy Truman Aldrich (1869-1955) was an active art collector and donated much of her collection to the
Museum. A Rhode Island native, she was the oldest child of U.S. Senator Nelson Aldrich, and the sister and
life-long confidante of Abby Aldrich Rockefeller, one of the founders of the Museum of Modern Art. Like
her beloved sister, Lucy used the privileges of her class to escape the protected luxury and conventional
expectations that they would have enforced upon her as a woman and a person with a disability. Lucy
Truman Aldrich’s remarkable and almost unprecedented accomplishments helped redefine the traditional
museum’s art object and the notion of the traditional woman’s well-lived life.

Sponsored by VSA arts Rhode Island and RISD Museum; funded, in part, by the Rhode Island Council for
the Humanities. For reservations email reservations@risd.edu , for more information contact:

Jeannine L. Chartier
Executive & Artistic Director

VSA arts Rhode Island
500 Prospect Street
Pawtucket, Rl 02860

tel & tty: 401-725-0247

fax: 401-725-0397

email: programs@vsartsri.org
web site: www.vsartsri.org

V - vision
S - strength
A - access to a society where people with disabilities
can learn through, participate in, and enjoy the arts.



