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For immediate release: 
 
April 29, 2009 
 
 
 
The Newport Accessibility Advisory Committee, in conjunction with Looking 
Upwards, will be holding its second Persons with Disabilities Awareness Day 
on May 13, 2009, from 10 AM to 3 PM.  This year’s theme is Barriers and 

Solutions. 
 
Persons with disabilities encounter many barriers when touring or trying to do business 
around Newport.  It is difficult to explain to others just what those barriers entail, so 
we've decided to show it.  We are also aware that barriers can be removed and that, once 
freed of these barriers, the possibilities are endless.  This can have a truly positive impact 
on the community.   
 
The organizers of this event hope that by giving city officials, business leaders and 
members of the public a chance to experience Newport from the point of view of a person 
with a disability, it will improve awareness of the issues.  Participants will be able to take 
a tour while “experiencing” a disability.  Tour guides will assist participants who will use 
wheelchairs or blindfolds, or participate in silent tours.  If a picture is worth a thousand 
words, then the experience must be priceless.  Our goal is that this new understanding 
will lead to a reduction of barriers for everyone. 
 
The event that was held in 2007 gave participants a new understanding of the barriers 
faced by persons with disabilities and has had at least one concrete effect.  The sidewalk 
surrounding the Colony House will have one more curb cut, allowing someone who uses 
a chair to go up Broadway without having to roll in traffic.  While that does not appear to 
be a major thing to most people, it is clearly a step in the right direction. 
 
This year, we are looking to focus on the solutions to these barriers so the tours will be 
followed by lunch and a speaking program with that focus.  Speakers will include persons 
who have disabilities and will talk about the barriers encountered and ways to deal with 
them.  Our Emcee will be Channel 12 news anchor, Karen Adams.   
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As part of this year's event, we will be honoring the local restaurant, Yesterday's, for their 

accessibility and their advocacy in the business community. 
 
Exhibits of various resources that help in providing solutions to barriers will be 
displayed. 
 
Reservations for tours and luncheon may be made by contacting Annette 
Bourbonniere at Access-ability@Verizon.net or by writing to Gloria Davis at 
Looking Upwards at 438 E. Main Rd., Middletown, RI 02842.   There is no 
charge for the tours, but there will be a $15 charge for lunch to be paid at the 
door. Reservations for lunch must be received by April 29, 2009. 
 
Donations to support this event may be made c/o Looking Upwards at 438 E. 
Main Rd., Middletown, RI 02842. 
 

For further information, contact: 
 
Annette Bourbonniere 
401-846-1960 
Access-ability@verizon.net
 
 
 

The mission of the Newport Accessibility Advisory Committee is to guide and 
advise the City of Newport, its residents, and its business community with regard 
to the elimination and future avoidance of those barriers which make Newport 
less than fully available to all residents and visitors.  In fulfilling its mission, the 
Advisory Committee seeks to enhance the quality of community life, to foster a 
heightened awareness among residents that will contribute to their sense of civic 
pride, and to help Newport and Newporters meet the legal requirements 
mandated by the Americans with Disabilities Act. The Committee’s mission is 
empowered by an awareness of the intrinsic worth of all human life and the 
inherent right of every individual to share in all the opportunities afforded by the 
community.  
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