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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  November 19, 2013  

 
The 12th Annual Coffee Hour Was A Success.  

 

(Providence, R.I.) – The 12th Annual Coffee Hour hosted by the Rhode Island Commission on the 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing (RICDHH) at the State House in Providence, RI went very well without a 
hitch.  The Board of Commissioners decided to have a guest speaker as part of the program for the 
first time. RI State Representative Arthur Handy was the first guest speaker of the event. He spoke 
about his personal experience and offered his perspective as a child of deaf adults known as  
CODA.  He strongly encouraged the deaf and hard of hearing community to engage/to get involved 
in the political process because that is how their voices will be heard and recognized. 

As part of the program, three awards were given away to deserving individuals by the RICDHH: 

1. RICDHH 2013 Recognition Award: Scott Avedisian, Mayor of Warwick, for promoting  
access to behavioral healthcare for the Deaf Community in the State of Rhode Island  

2. RICDHH 2013 Legislative Award:  RI State Representative Arthur Handy for his long  
commitment in promoting all legislation affecting Deaf and Hard of Hearing constituents 

3. RICDHH Certificate of Merit Award: Gail Higgins Fogarty for more than 20 years of  
committed service by providing communication access provisions for the deaf and hard of  
hearing individuals at State Courts in Rhode Island. 

At the closer to the conclusion of the program, 5 Commissioners, David Abell of Providence, Julia 
Gold of Providence, Paul Molloy of Warren, Heather Neidbala of North Kingstown, and Jordan 
Sack, Chair, of East Greenwich, were serving on the panel discussion.  They shared their thoughts 
about what they learned and what they wanted to accomplish while serving on the commission. 
The audience had the opportunity to ask them questions.  

The events would not be made possible without these sponsors: 

1. RI Hamilton Relay - Refreshments, coffees, sodas, and water. 

2. Sprint - the printing of postcards about this event.  

3. CaptionCall - CART Services 

4. SorensonVRS - Table rentals 

5. Perspectives Corporation - Awards 

 
Courtaney Petraccia of RI Hamilton Relay presented the award, “Deaf Person of the Year”, to 
Heather Neidbala, a current RICDHH Commissioner.  



 

 

 The Board of Commissioners are already looking forward to having another year of success next 
year in 2014! 

 

About: 

The Rhode Island Commission on the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (RI CDHH) is an advocating,  
coordinating, and service providing entity committed to promoting an environment in which the 
deaf and hard of hearing in Rhode Island are afforded equal opportunity in all aspects of their 
lives. The RI CDHH develops policy; initiates and lobbies for favorable legislation; fosters  
cooperation and awareness among state agencies and community organizations; and educates and 
advises consumers, state agencies, and employers about Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
rights to equal access. The RI CDHH also provides direct services in its operation of a Sign  
Language Interpreter Referral Service, a lending library of books and videotapes, and as a  
clearinghouse of information and referral on all topics related to hearing loss. 

 

Contact Info:    

Steven A. Florio, Executive Director  
One Capitol Hill, Ground Level 
Providence, RI  02908-5850 
(401) 256-5511 (V/V) and (401) 222-5736 (FAX) 
Steven.Florio@cdhh.ri.gov 
www.cdhh.ri.gov 
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