
 

 

Rhode Island Commission on the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
•  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  •  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  •  E Q U A L I T Y  •  

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  July 13, 2011  

 
The Legislative News: In 2012, Educational Interpreters Required  

to Be Licensed in RI.  

(Providence, R.I.) – The Rhode Island Commission on the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (RICDHH) led 
the collaboration of the Rhode Island Department of Health and the Rhode Island Registry of  
Interpreters for the Deaf (RIRID) to get the Senate Bill 0302 passed in the Rhode Island General  
Assembly and signed by Governor Chafee on June 30, 2011 into law.   

The Senate Bill 0302 was to re-structure the Board of the Interpreters that is responsible to  
oversee the licensure program for the interpreters, Rhode Island General Laws 5-71.  The new 
amendments were made as follows: 

 1. A new license requirement for the Educational Interpreters effective on July 1, 2012.
  Educational Interpreter is defined as an individual who has specialized licensure in 
  the provision of sign language interpreting to students who are deaf, hard-of-hearing 
  or deaf-blind in grades preschool (K) through twelve (12).  Educational Interpreter is 
  required to provide proof of successful completion of the Educational Interpreter  
  Performance Assessment (EIPA) subject to the Regulations and Rules established by 
  the Board.  

 2.  The number of members on the Board is reduced from 9 to 5.  3 of 5 members must
  possess RID certification in interpreting and 2 of 5 members are the consumers.  

 3. The Director of the Department of Health will respond to the recommendations made 
  by the Board of the Interpreters within 30 calendar days.  

 

Steven A. Florio, Executive Director, is pleased with the passage of Senate Bill 0302 because the 
students who are in the mainstreamed programs in RI deserve the best and qualified educational 
interpreters for their education.  Also, it gives the school districts an assurance that educational 
interpreters who are able to provide proof of successfully completion of educational interpreter  
performance assessment which is considered highly qualified and appropriate for the assignment 
in the pre-K through 12th grade school settings. 

RICDHH and RIRID will work together to explore funds to cover the costs of trainings and  
workshops for the interpreters who want to be prepared for the Educational Interpreter  
Performance Assessment.  

 

   
      - MORE -   



 

 

 Other legislative news:  3 legislative bills led by the RICDHH were not successfully pursued. The 
RICDHH will evaluate them whether any of them will be pursued again next year in 2012.  They 
are as follows: 

1. HB5798/SB0460 - This would require healthcare insurance to cover the Communication  
Access services for any types of appointments for treatments or services.  The services, for  
example, are interpreters, CDI, CART service, VRI, Remote CART, and many others.  

2. HB5851/SB0476 - This would increase the coverage of hearing aids from $1,500 to a full cost 
for children and from $700 to $1,500 for adults.  

3. HB5859/SB0477 - This would cover the cost of implantation of FDA approved hearing devices 
and post-surgery services and treatments.  This includes cochlear implants, BAHA, etc.  

 

If you have any questions or comments about this press release, please feel free to contact the 
RICDHH office.  

 

About: 

The Rhode Island Commission on the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (RI CDHH) is an advocating,  
coordinating, and service providing entity committed to promoting an environment in which the 
deaf and hard of hearing in Rhode Island are afforded equal opportunity in all aspects of their 
lives. The RI CDHH develops policy; initiates and lobbies for favorable legislation; fosters  
cooperation and awareness among state agencies and community organizations; and educates and 
advises consumers, state agencies, and employers about Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
rights to equal access. The RI CDHH also provides direct services in its operation of a Sign  
Language Interpreter Referral Service, a lending library of books and videotapes, and as a  
clearinghouse of information and referral on all topics related to hearing loss. 

 

 

Contact Info:    

Steven A. Florio 
Executive Director  
Department of Administration 
One Capitol Hill, Ground Level 
Providence, RI  02908-5850 
(401) 256-5511 (V/VP) 
(401) 222-5736 (FAX) 
cdhh@cdhh.ri.gov 
www.cdhh.ri.gov 

### 
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